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I. WHAT IS “MESSIAH”?

This may be a new word to you. Or, perhaps it is a word that you have heard on
occasions, but you have never really understood what it means. The word
“Messiah” is a Hebrew word that means “Anointed One.” The Greek word
“Christ” has the exact same meaning. Both “Messiah” and “Christ” mean
“Anointed One.” They are two words from different languages that mean the same
thing.

Since Greek was the predominant language in the days of Jesus, He was known
as Jesus, the Christ ( Jesus, the Anointed One), and that term was shortened to
“Jesus Christ.”

The name, “Jesus,” by the way, means “Savior.” Joseph was engaged to marry
Mary when he learned that she was pregnant. His initial thought was that she had
been with a man outside marriage, and he intended to break their engagement.
Matthew recorded for us what happened:

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. After His mother Mary

was betrothed (engaged) to Joseph, before they came together, she
found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being &
just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded

to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,

fiJoseph, son of David, do not b
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will
bring forth a Son, and you shal

Hi s peopl e fr omMitheil:82lsi ns. 0

“Jesus” was His name, “Christ” was His title. When you put the two together,
you have “The Anointed Savior.” His name and title not only give Him an
identity, they also describe His purpose and mission. He came to “save His people
from their sins.o

The concept of a “special Messiah” for the Hebrew people is one that developed
over a period of many years. Moses, who was born about 1520 BC, and led the
Hebrew people out of slavery to the Egyptians in about 1440 BC, wrote the first
five books of the Old Testament Bible. Even in these first writings several refer-
ences are made to a “future Messiah.” The remainder of the Old Testament scrip-
tures were written over the next 1,000 years. Each of the writers all claimed to re-
ceive messages from God which they were to speak, and write, to the nation of Is-
rael, and through the nation of Israel, to the entire world. The character and person-
alities of these men were such that they were know by their contemporaries to be
“men of God.” Because of the trust and confidence held in these men, and because
of the content and impact of the messages which they spoke and wrote, these writ-
ings were kept by subsequent generations as writings inspired by God.
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Throughout these subsequent books of the Bible, there are periodic references
made to a “coming Messiah.” The last book of the Old Testament Bible — the
book of Malachi — was written approximately 400 BC. That is, 400 years before
the birth of Jesus.

During these 400 years, as the Hebrew people studied their Scriptures, there
developed a clear understanding that God had revealed through His prophets that
it was in His plan to send a Messiah to deliver His people. There are passages
that refer to a “political deliverance” of the nation of Israel, and there are passages
that speak to a “spiritual deliverance” of the nation of Israel — and through Israel
a spiritual deliverance for the people of every nation.

From our perspective, more than 2,000 years after the crucifixion, resurrection,
and ascension of Jesus into heaven, we understand that the essential mission of
Jesus was the “spiritual deliverance” of all men by dying for the sins of the world
on the cross. However, we also understand that Jesus will return to earth one
day to deliver the nation of Israel from being destroyed by the nations of the
world. And, by keeping up with the news on TV and in our newspapers, that day
seems to be getting very close.

In the days of Jesus, because the Jews were under the oppressive rule of the
Roman Empire, their focus and their hope was that the Messiah would come and
give them “political deliverance” from Rome. That is one reason why the He-
brew people in general did not receive Jesus as their Messiah. He came, initially,
as a spiritual Savior, not a political one.

It is the purpose of this book to show that Jesus is the Messiah foretold
throughout the Old Testament scriptures. Jesus, and the circumstances of His life,
uniquely “fit” with all that was said about “the coming Messiah.” The things said
about the Messiah do not “fit” any other person who has ever lived.

II. WAS IT COINCIDENCE THAT JESUS FULFILLED PROPHECY?

There are some who ask, “Wasn’t it just coincidence that Jesus fulfilled
prophecies of the Old Testament scriptures? Couldn’t you take many of the
world’s prominent leaders and find parallels with statements from the Bible?
The answer of course, is, “Yes, one could possibly find one or two prophecies
that could parallel the lives of a few people.” But you will find no one but Jesus
whose life fulfills all of the prophecies made by the Old Testament Scriptures.

No one makes this point more convincingly than does Peter Stoner, in his book,

Science Speaks (published: Moody Press, Chicago, 1963). In this book Mr.
Stoner applies the mathematics of probability to Biblical prophecy.
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Professor Stoner begins by taking eight of the prophecies that are most easily seen
as to have been fulfilled by Jesus. Those eight are:

The Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem.

The Messiah was to be preceded by a messenger.

The Messiah was to enter Jerusalem on a donkey.

The Messiah was to be betrayed by a friend.

The Messiah was to be “sold” for thirty pieces of silver.
The thirty pieces of silver would be used “for the potter.”
The Messiah was to be silent before His accusers.

The Messiah was to be crucified with common criminals.

PRNANDR DD =

Of course there are many more prophecies concerning the Messiah — close to
300. And at least 60 can be specifically identified with Jesus. We will look more
closely to these in the pages to follow.

Professor Stoner, by applying the mathematics of probability to these eight
prophecies, calculated that the chances that any one man might have lived to the
present time and fulfilled all eight prophecies would be one in
100,000,000,000,000,000. (Seventeen zeros after the one). To help us get a grasp
of this staggering probability, Professor Stoner gives us this example:

If you took 100,000,000,000,000,000 silver dollars and laid them
on the state of Texas, they would cover the entire state two feet
deep! Now, mark one of these silver dollars and stir the entire
pile thoroughly. Then blindfold a man and tell him that he can
travel as far as he wishes across the state of Texas, but he must
pick up only one silver dollar, and that one must be the one

with the mark on it.

What would be the chance that this blindfolded man would

pick up the right silver dollar? The same chance that the prophets
would have had of writing these eight prophecies and having
them all come true in one man, from their day to the present

time (assuming that the prophecies had not been written under
divine inspiration).

The mathematics of probability, by itself, proves the divine inspiration of the Old
Testament Scriptures. When Stoner did the math considering 48 prophecies being
fulfilled by one man, he calculated the probability of all 48 being fulfilled by one
man, by chance — would be one in one-with 157 zeroes behind it!

The fact that 60 prophetic statements made about a future Messiah can be

specifically identified with events in the life of Jesus, is nothing short of
miraculous!
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III. SOME GENERAL PROPHESIES OF A “FUTURE MESSIAH”

There are over 300 prophesies concerning a coming Messiah for the nation of
Israel. Many of these contain details that can be identified with Jesus. Others
are more general, but very important in the development of the Hebrew
understanding of a coming Messiah. Following are a few of these general
prophecies:

Deuteronomy 18:17-19:

AAnd the Lord said to me (Moses
prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My

words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that |

command Him. And it shall be that whoever will not hear My
words, which He speaks in My na

Psalm 2: 1-12 The Messiah’s Triumph And Kingdom:

Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing?

The kings of the earth set themselves , and the rulers take counsel
together, against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying,

AfiLet us break their bonds in pi
from us. 0 He who sits in the h
hold them in derision. Then He shall speak to them in His wrath,
and distress them in His deep d
on My holy hill of Zion. | will declare the decree: The Lord has
said to Me, 6You are My Son, to
Me, and | will give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the
ends of the earth for Your possession. You shall break them with

a rod of iron. You shall dash
Now therefore, be wise, O kings; be instructed, you Judges of the
earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss

the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, when His
wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their

trust in Him.

Psalm 45: 1-7 The Glories Of The Messiah :

My heart is overflowing with a good theme: | recite my
composition concerning the King; my tongue is the pen of a ready
writer. You are fairer than the sons of men, grace is poured upon
Your lips; therefore God has blessed You forever. Gird Your sword
upon Your thigh, O Mighty One, with Your glory and Your majesty.
And in Your majesty ride prosperously because of truth, humility,
and righteousness; and your right hand shall teach you awesome
things. Your arrows are sharp
the peoples fall under You. Your throne, O God , is forever and
ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your Kingdom.
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You love righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore God, Your
God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your
companions.

Psalm 72: 1-11, 17 Glory And Universality Of The Messiah’s Reign
Give the King Your judgments, O God, and Your righteousness to
the kingbés Son. He will judge Y.
Your poor with justice. The mountains will bring peace to the

people, and the little hills, by righteousness. He will bring justice

to the poor of the people; He will save the children of the needy,

and will break in pieces the oppressor. They shall fear You as long
as the sun and moon endure, throughout all generations. He shall
come down like rain upon the grass before mowing, like showers that
water the earth. In His days the righteous shall flourish, and
abundance of peace, until the moon is no more. He shall have
dominion also from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the
earth. Those who dwell in the wilderness will bow before Him, and
His enemies will lick the dust. The kings of Tarshish and of the isles
will bring presents; the kings of Sheba and Seba will offer gifts. Yes,
all kings shall fall down before Him; all nations will serve Him...His
name shall endure forever, His name shall continue as long as the
sun. And men shall be blessed in Him; all nations shall call Him
blessed.

Psalm 110: 1-4 Announcement of the Messiah’s Reign

The Lord said to my Lord, nsSit
enemies Your footstool . o The L
strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your enemies! Your

people shall be volunteers in the day of Your power; in the beauties

of holiness, from the womb of the morning, you have the dew of your
yout h. The Lord has sworn and
forever according to the order
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IV. JESUS TAUGHT THAT THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES
WROTE ABOUT HIM

There is no doubt whatsoever that Jesus considered Himself to be the Messiah.
He taught very clearly that the Old Testament Scriptures wrote about Him:

The woman said to Him, Al know
called Christ). AWhen He comes
said to her, Al who speak to yo

“Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did
not come to destr oMatthdwd:d7 t o f ul f

And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them
in all the Scriptures the things concerning HimselfLuke 24:27

Then He said to them, AfThese ar
while | was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were
written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
concerning Meéuke4:44

AiYou search the Scriptures, for
life; and these are they which testify of Me. But you are not willing
to come to Me that you may have life. For if you believed Moses,
you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. But if you do not
believe his writings, how wi I |
John 5:39, 40, 46,47

Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat

down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on
Hi m. And He began to say to th
in your hear Lukegh2021
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V. THE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS BELIEVED THAT HE
WAS THE FULFILLMENT OF OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES.

Those who knew Him best and understood clearly what Jesus taught, make it
very clear in their writings that they were convinced that He was the Messiah
about Whom the Scriptures spoke:

But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets
that the Christ (Messiah) would suffer, He has thus fulfilled.
Acts 3:18

To Him all the prophets witness that, through His nhame, whoever
believes in Him will receive remission of sins. Acts 10:43

Now when they had fulfilled all that was written concerning Him, they
took Him down from the tree and laid Him in a tombActs 13:29

Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbat
reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and demonstratil
that the Christ (Messiah) had to suffer and rise again from the dead,
and saying, AThis Jesus whom |
Acts 17:2,3

For | delivered to you first of all that which | also received: that
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was
buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures. I Corinthians 15:3,4

Which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy
Scriptures. Romans 1:2

You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. Therefore it is
I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious, and he who believe
on Him wil/ by no nmean2ss,6be put
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VI. PROPHECIES CONCERNING THE BIRTH OF JESUS

One of the most fascinating series of prophecies are those which foretell the
birth of the Messiah and how these prophecies are fulfilled in Jesus. These
prophecies are made by different writers of the Old Testament Scriptures
hundreds of years apart from each other.

PROPHECY FULFILLMENT
Born Of The Seed Of Woman.

And | will put enmity between yoL But when the fullness of time had
and the woman and between yoL come, God sent forth His Son, born of
seed and her Seed; He shall bruis a woman, born under the law.
your head, and you shall bruise Hi¢ Galatians 4:4
heel.
Genesis 3:15

PROPHECY FULFILLMENT
Born Of A Virgin

Therefore the Lord Himself will give She was found with chilof the Holy
you a sign; Behold, thérgin shall  Spirit...Then Joseph...did not know her
conceive and bear a Son, and shattill she had brought forth her firstborn
call His name Immanuel. Son. And he called His nhame Jesus.
Isaiah 7: 14  Matthew 1:18, 24,25

PROPHECY FULFILLMENT

Son Of God
| will declare the decree: The Lord And suddenly a voice came from
has said to Me,heaven, saying, @T
today | have Son, in whom | am

Psalm 2:7 Matthew 3:17

PROPHECY FULFILLMENT
Seed Of Abraham

In your seed all the nations of the The book of the genealogy of Jesus
earth shall be blessed, because yc Christ, the Son of David, the Son of
have obeyed My voice. Abraham.
Genesis 22:18  Matthew 1:1
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